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CONPIDENTIAL MASERU 0883 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, LT, US 

SUBJ: LESOTHO DETAINEES 

REF: STATE 162814 

1 . IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH CHIEP JUSTICE MAPETLA 
EVENING JULY 28 CONCERNING ABUSES HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH 
APRICA, AMBASSADOR TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE QUESTION OP 
LESOTHO DETAINEES. AMBASSADOR COMMENTED WE RECEIVE INQUIRIES 
THIS SUBJECT FROM TIME TO TIME AND THAT GENERAL 

QUESTION OP POLITICAL DETAINEES OP SOME CONCERN TO U.S. 

PUBLIC AND CONGRESS AS EVIDENCED BY DIFPICULTIES WE 
ENCOUNTERING WITH TRADE BILL PROVIDE USSR MFN TREATMENT. 

2. IN RESPONSE CHIEF JUSTICE SAID DELAY IN BRINGING 
LESOTHO DETAINEES TO TRIAL APPARENTLY CAUSED BY PHYSICAL 
PROBLEM PROSECUTION FACES IN SORTING OUT AND ORGANIZING MASS 
OP EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY POLICE. HE GAVE IMPRESSION HE ALSO 
CONCERNED ABOUT DELAY IN BRINGING DETAINEES TO TRIAL. 

3. SINCE AMBASSADOR HAS SPOKEN DIRECTLY TO CHIEP JUSTICE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MASERU 00883 300737Z 

AND IN LIGHT OP REPORT TO EFPECT THAT DETAINEES MAY IN 
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FACT BE RELEASED IN NEAR FUTURE FOR LACK OE EVIDENCE, 
BELIEVE WE SHOULD WAIT EOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
BOLEN 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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